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The EU’s Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation is a key step 
toward reducing packaging waste and promoting a circular economy. By 
2030, all packaging on the EU market must be reusable or recyclable in a 
cost-effective way. This checklist helps businesses align with these 
updated rules, ensuring compliance while reducing environmental 
impact.


Checklist: Steps to Comply with the 
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation



� Ensure your packaging can 
be easily recycled or reused.


� Meet the "design for 
recycling" criteria outlined in 
the regulation.

2 Assess Reusability 

and Recyclability

� Align your recycling 
processes with EU targets 
for 2025 and 2030:


3 Meet 

Recycling Targets

� Plastic: 50% by 2025, 55% by 2030�
� Glass: 70% by 2025, 75% by 2030�
� Paper/Cardboard: 75% by 2025, 

85% by 2030


� Minimize unnecessary 
packaging and optimize for 
efficient material use.

� Avoid over-packaging and 
transition to lightweight, 
sustainable materials.

4 Reduce 

Packaging Waste

� Meet the minimum inclusion 
rates for recycled plastics in 
packaging.

� Source high-quality recycled 
materials to replace virgin 
inputs.

7 Integrate 

Recycled Content

� Regularly review your 
packaging processes for 
compliance with updated 
regulations.

� Prepare and submit 
compliance reports to 
national authorities as 
required.

9 Monitor and 

Report Compliance

1 Know Your 

Packaging Obligations

� Determine if your packaging 
falls under the scope of the 
regulation.

� Review packaging 
requirements for your 
specific materials (plastic, 
glass, metal, etc.).

5 Adopt Extended Producer 

Responsibility (EPR)

� Establish producer 
responsibility schemes for all 
packaging by the end of 
2024.

� Collaborate with EPR 
programs to finance 
collection, sorting, and 
recycling efforts.

6 Comply with 

Harmonized Labeling

� Use clear, standardized 
labeling for packaging 
disposal and recycling.

� Ensure labels align with the 
EU’s harmonized waste bin 
labeling system.

8 Participate in Deposit 
Return Systems (DRS)

� If applicable, implement 
 for 

plastic bottles and aluminum 
cans.

deposit return systems

� Facilitate consumer 
participation to increase 
recycling rates.

10 Educate 

Your Team

� Train your design, supply 
chain, and operations teams 
on the regulation’s 
requirements.

� Build internal processes to 
ensure ongoing compliance.

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/packaging-waste_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/packaging-waste_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/economy-and-finance/ensuring-polluters-pay/deposit-refund-schemes_en


Why Compliance Matters?

Meeting the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation isn’t just 
about avoiding penalties — it’s an opportunity to showcase your 
commitment to sustainability, appeal to eco-conscious consumers, and 
future-proof your business in a greener market.

Need help Navigating 
Compliance?

Book a quick call with a Gepard 
expert and get clarity about 
PPWR compliance in minutes.

Book a Call: 


calendly/n-miakinka

Contact Us

Nataliia Miakinka

https://calendly.com/n-miakinka-bintime

